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The Guerrilla’s Friend

Have you ever had a time when you really needed a friend?  Maybe you can remember back to your first day of kindergarten, or you might have moved some time and found yourself the new kid in school.  Or maybe your parents dropped you off at college, and drove away, and you’re sitting in your dorm room thinking, “I don’t know a person here.  Who am I going to eat dinner with tonight?  Who am I gonna talk to?  Or maybe for you it was when your best friend died, or your mom died, and you had friends, but no one so close that you could really share how you felt, and you really needed a friend.  Like a real friend.  Have you ever had a time when you really needed a friend?

And it’s funny, people probably talk more about friends and friendship now than ever.  We’ve had a TV show called Friends, and we have Five Faves on our cell phones, and there’s songs about friends, and we see how many friends we can get on our MySpace or Facebook pages, “Will you be my friend?” “Well, I have no idea who the crap you are, but sure, we can be friends.”

We talk a lot about friends, but everyone who studies this kind of stuff says there’s never been a lonelier time in the history of humanity than now.  That we are becoming increasingly isolated from each other and we form pseudo friendships so we don’t feel quite so alone.  Well, today we’re gonna talk about friendship as we continue our series.

In this series we’ve been talking about God’s call for us to be guerrilla lovers.  That as people who follow Jesus our role is to ambush the world with the love of God, the irrational, unconditional, life-changing love of God.  And we’ve talked about how sometimes that might be with strangers.  It might be giving a bottle of cold water on a hot day, or giving a waitress a ridiculously large tip, or dropping off donuts at an office, or buying a meal for someone at another table.  And all of those are cool, but sometimes it’s not strangers.  Sometimes it’s a friend.  It might a friend you have, or it could be a new friend you make.

Now one of the things we’ve kinda confessed in this series is that we’re all selfish.  Now there may be a few of you who aren’t selfish … but I haven’t met you yet.  We’re all just naturally selfish, but following Jesus is about not being selfish. And we’re naturally selfish, but with God we have access to a supernatural power that allows us to live a supernatural life.  And so we don’t have to be selfish.  We can rise above that.  And even though we’ll be tempted to be selfish, we can live lives that aren’t selfish.

To be a guerrilla lover, you cannot be selfish.  Because it’s all about serving others, loving others.  And all of this totally flies in the face of the way we normally do friendship.  Because the way we choose our friends is … well, we choose people we want to friends with.  Usually it’s somebody we have stuff in common with, somebody that makes us feel good about ourselves.  And that’s fine, there’s nothing wrong with that.  Sometimes we may choose a friend with a more utilitarian purpose; we’re friends with this person because of what they can do for us.  It’s a person whose gonna get us ahead in life, help us to meet the right people, get a better job.  And, I don’t know, maybe there’s something wrong with that.

But, either way, there’s a higher level of friendship, a more selfless kind of friendship, a guerrilla type of friendship.  In this series we’re looking at parables that Jesus told so turn to Luke 14.  A parable is a story with a spiritual point.  Usually there’s kind of an element of surprise, something you don’t expect in the story, but mainly there’s a spiritual principle, a spiritual lesson to be learned.

So in Luke 14 Jesus is at a party.  One thing that might surprise you about Jesus is that He was often at parties.  Kind of ironic since a lot of Christians today are anti-party, they wouldn’t be able to hang with Jesus I guess, because He’d be at the parties.  So Jesus is at a party thrown by some Pharisees.  The Pharisees were the religious leaders at the time, and they were all about religion, not about a relationship with God.  They were all about keeping the rules, instead of living the life.  And Jesus did not get along with them, at all.  And, in fact, this party wasn’t so much a party as it was a trap.  The Pharisees were constantly trying to trap Jesus, to try to get people to stop following Him, and eventually to try and get Him killed.

And so they invite Jesus to this party, and they invite a guy who was handicapped.  And they had the party on the Sabbath.  And one of the rules they had was that you couldn’t heal on the Sabbath.  Like a doctor couldn’t do work on the Sabbath.  Well, they knew this was a trap that would work, because Jesus had this amazing heart of compassion.  So Jesus breaks their rule and heals the guy, because Jesus was a guerrilla lover.  Then Jesus tells them off a little, pointing out that they care more about their ox than they do people.

And then Jesus tells a parable.  He’s kinda like, “So you guys like to throw parties?  Let me teach you about throwing a party.”  Check it out in Luke 14:12-14, “Then Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
What’s the point?  Well, I think part of it is: Be friends … with people who need friends.  Sure, we all want to hang out with our friends – the people we already enjoy.  With our family, because they’re our family.  He says, with “your rich neighbors,” there’s the people who can get you ahed in life.  Jesus says, “No, be friends with people who need friends.  Throw a party for people who aren’t gonna get invited to any parties.  That’s a guerrilla party.  That’s the kind of party God appreciates and will bless you for.  Be friends with people who need friends.

Then look at the next parable Jesus tells.  Luke 14:15-24, “When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.’  Jesus replied, ‘A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’  Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out.  Please excuse me.’  Still another said, “I just got married, so I can’t come.’  The servant came back and reported to his master.  Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’  Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.”
So this guy says to Jesus, basically, “You’re talking about parties.  The real party is gonna be in Heaven.”  And Jesus is like, “Yeah, but let me tell you a story about that.”  And so he tells this parable about people who have a chance to go to the party, to be in Heaven, but they have excuses.  And isn’t it interesting that over 2,000 years the excuses still haven’t changed.  One guy says, “I just bought a field.”  This is the person today who’d say, “I can’t come to church, I have a new house I’ve got to do work on it.”  “I’ve got a new job, it’s keeping me really busy.”  The next person says, “Man, I just bought five oxen.  I can’t come.”  This is the guy today who says, “I just got a new car.  Sunday I was planning on doing some driving.”  The last person, “I just got married, so I can’t come.”  I don’t know, maybe today that’s the person who’s husband won’t come with her so she’s not gonna.  Or the people who are just too busy with the family.”

Same excuses.  And so in the parable Jesus says, “You know what.  If everyone you invite says no, then make some new friends.”  And I think the idea here is that we need to be friends … with people who need God.  Be friends with people who need friends, and be friends with people who need God.

One of my favorite examples of a guy who does this in the Bible is a guy named Levi, or he’s also called Matthew.  And in Luke 5 Jesus asks this guy, Matthew, to follow Him.  And Matthew can’t believe that someone like him could be friends with someone like Jesus.  He is all over that.  So he says yes.  And the first thing he does … is throw a party.  And he invites all the people he knows who’s lives are kinda messed up, who don’t have all their stuff together, who have made bad choices.  He invites Jesus, and all the people who need to meet Jesus.  Friends, who need God.

Be friends with people who need friends, and be friends with people who need God.

One of my favorite examples of a guy who does this outside the Bible, from like today, is this guy named Tony Campolo.  If you’ve been around church for awhile you may have heard this story, but it’s worth hearing again and again until we start living it.  Tony Campolo is a pretty famous preacher from Philadelphia.  One time he was invited to Hawaii to speak at a convention.  Now if you fly from Philadelphia to Hawaii you go through several time zones.  When he arrived it was the middle of the night in Hawaii, but his body thought it was much later, and he was hungry.  So it was about 3 a.m. when he headed over to a diner.  He remembers, “I walked in there and it was about empty, the owner was there and maybe one other person.  But a few minutes later a bunch of people started coming in.  They were all females.  And I started wondering what kind of females they were because of the way they dressed and the way they talked, but pretty soon I understood, they were prostitutes who were done with their work for the evening.  And I started feeling kind of uneasy, I mean here I am a preacher sitting in a room with a bunch of prostitutes.”

He says, “They were all drinking coffee and talking.  And the group was kidding one of the women because they had found out that the next day was her birthday.  They said, ‘Are you going to have a party?’  She said, ‘No, I’m not going to have no party.’  They said, ‘What are you going to wish for when you blow out the candles on your cake.’  She said, ‘Now c’mon.  I’ve never had a birthday cake in my life.  I’ve never even had a birthday party for me.’  Soon, all the women left.”  And Campolo said, “I just had this idea.  I went to the owner and asked if they all come in about the same time every night.  He said, ‘Yeah, they all come in here around three-ish for a cup of coffee and then they leave.’  Campolo said, ‘Do you think it was true what that lady said about never having a party thrown for her, never even having a birthday cake.’  The owner said, ‘Yeah, I imagine it was.’  Campolo said, “Let’s give her a party!”  The owner said, “What?!?!”  “Let’s give her a birthday party tomorrow night at 3 o’clock.  I’ll find a bakery and buy a cake.  Maybe you could give some coffee, I’ll pay for it.’  The owner said, ‘If you buy a cake, I’ll provide the coffee.’  So Campolo said he went back to his room, he spoke at the conference the next day, then he went out and bought a birthday cake.  Next night he went back to the same diner and hid the cake under the counter.  Then the ladies started coming in.  And when the one girl came in, they lit the candles, pulled out the cake, and started signing happy birthday.  She said, ‘Is that for me?!?”  “Yeah, it’s for you.”  “No, that can’t be for me.  I’ve never had a birthday cake.”  He said, “Look, your name is on it, it’s for you.”  She started crying, “No one’s ever given me a real birthday my whole life.”  He said, “Well, somebody is now.”

So they cut the cake and he said, “Would it be okay if we gave thanks for this cake?”  Everyone said, “Sure, I guess.”  Now he hadn’t told anyone who he was.  So he started praying, and he says, “In my prayer I just preached a sermon.  I laid it on thick.  I figured this might be their only chance to hear it, so I told them about Jesus coming to the world and dying for us, about how to be saved, the whole thing.”  And later, the owner of the place said, “What are you?”  Campollo said, “Well, I’m a minister.”  The owner said, “You’re a preacher?”  He said, “Yeah.”  The owner said, “What kind of church do you preach at?”  And Campolo said, “I thought for a minute.  And finally I said, ‘Well, I preach at the kind of church that loves prostitutes and gives them birthday parties.’  And the man said, ‘No you don’t.  There’s not a church like that.  If there was a church like that, I’d go to it.’”

That’s sad, isn’t it?  ‘Cause there are churches like that, this is a church like that, and every church is supposed to be like that.  Because churches are supposed to be made up of guerrilla lovers.  And guerrilla lovers make friends with people who need friends, and with people who need God.

So let’s talk about you.  Who are your friends?  I mean, I know how cool you are and everyone loves you and your friends are all great, but have you made any friends with someone because … they need a friend?  My guess is that for a lot of us, that’s never even occurred to us.  Maybe there’s a neighbor who seems lonely.  A person at work who lacks some social skills.  A middle school kid just waiting for someone to sign up so he can have a Big Brother.  How can you become friends with someone who needs a friend?  It’s what guerrilla lovers do.

And what about with someone who needs God?  Our church is not like this, but there are a lot of Christians who every single friend they have is a Christian.  Listen, you are not a healthy person if every friend you have believes like you do.  It’s not healthy.  And it’s not guerrilla.  Over and over God tells us that He wants to be in relationship with everyone, and yet there’s a lot of people who don’t know Him.  Or who kinda believe in Him but don’t have that relationship with Him.  And we need to make friends with people who need God.   And we’re not doing it just because they’re our target and we want to make sure they become Christians.  It’s a genuine, authentic friendship.  But when you are friends with someone who needs God, I mean if you care about that person at all, you want your friend to know God.  Because a relationship with God is life changing, it’s eternity changing.  Seriously, how much do you have to hate your friend to not want them to know God.  And so it’s a genuine friendship, and within that friendship we hope our friend comes to know God.  And we don’t force it on them, it’s not a condition of our friendship, we don’t push.  No, we’re just guerrilla.  Remember, being guerrilla means being patient.  Being a guerrilla lover means you just keep loving, and loving, and loving. And you hope that someday, it makes an impact.  How can you become friends with someone who needs God?  It’s what guerrilla lovers do.

I told you earlier the story about that guy, Tony Campolo.  Let me share one more story about him, because I think he’s just a great example of a guerrilla lover.  So he tells the story of going to a funeral home to visit someone his Mom asked him to see.  His mom said, “She just lost her husband.  You’ll remember her.  She and her husband lived down the street when you were a kid.”  Campolo was busy, had a lot going on, but said, “Sure, Mom.”  So Campolo went to the funeral home.  When he got there, no one was there except one lady who was sitting in the front row.  He walked up to the casket and looked in and Campolo and knew he'd never seen this man in all his life.  He looked up at the name and realized: He was in the wrong funeral.  He turned to apologize to the lady but before he could she said, “Oh, I'm so glad you came!  I know you're a friend of my husband, aren't you?"  Campolo didn't know what to do.  He didn't want to lie.  But, she was totally alone.  He didn't want to crush her.  So, he lied.  He said, “Ma’am, I know your husband was a great man.”  He sat down beside her in the front row.  And no one else showed up to the funeral.  He sat with her though the entire funeral.  She invited him to ride with her to the burial.  He did.  On the way to the cemetery, she talked about memories … she shared with him about all the good times she’d had with her husband … he stood beside her at the gravesite.  As they were getting into the limo to leave the cemetery, Campolo said, “Ma’am, I have to be honest with you.  I didn’t really know your husband.  In fact, I walked into your funeral by mistake.”  She said, “I know.  But, you will never know how much it meant that you spent this time with me today.”

Guys, that’s what we’re talking about.  Being friends with someone who needs a friend.  Being a friend with someone who needs God.

Let’s pray.
